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Synopsis

Taking the best elements from two of his most outstanding bestsellers, The Gold Coast and The
General’'s Daughter, Nelson DeMille combines the breathless suspense of an expertly wrought
murder mystery with his wry perspective on a peculiarly American social scene to deliver an
enthralling and compelling story. Wounded in the line of duty, NYPD homicide detective John Corey
convalesces in the Long Island township of Southold, home to farmers, fishermen -- and at least
one killer. Tom and Judy Gordon, a young, attractive couple Corey knows, have been found on their
patio, each with a bullet in the head. The local police chief, Sylvester Maxwell, wants Corey’s
big-city expertise, but Maxwell gets more than he bargained for. The early signs point to a burglary
gone wrong. But because the Gordons were biologists at Plum Island, the offshore animal disease
research site rumored to be involved in germ warfare, it isn’'t long before the media is suggesting
that the Gordons stole something very deadly. Suddenly a local double murder becomes a crime
with national and worldwide implications. John Corey doesn’t like mysteries, which is why he likes to
solve them. His investigations lead him into the lore, legends, and ancient secrets of northern Long
Island -- more deadly and more dangerous than he could ever have imagined. During his journey of
discovery, he meets two remarkable women, Detective Beth Penrose and Mayflower descendant
Emma Whitestone, both of whom change his life irrevocably. Ultimately, through his understanding
of the murders, John Corey comes to understand himself. Fast-paced and atmospheric, marked by
entrancing characters, incandescent storytelling, and brilliant comic touches, Plum Island is Nelson

DeMille at his thrill-inducing best.
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Customer Reviews

Take Michael Connelly’s Detective Harry Bosch, a hard-boiled, talented, nearly burnt-out loner with
lots of psychological baggage and absolutely no respect for superiors or procedure. Add the
self-deprecating faux stumble-bum approach of Peter Falk’s Columbo and toss in a heaping helping
of smart-aleck motor mouth Rodney Dangerfield complete inability to control the flow of virulent
sarcasm and wisecracks! Sounds a little much, doesn'’t it? But he’s our hero for Nelson DeMille’s
"Plum Island".John Corey, NYPD homicide detective, is on medical leave recovering from bullet
wounds when his friend, chief of the Southold Police Department, enlists his aid looking into the
double homicide of Tom and Judy Gordon, also friends of Corey, and employees of Plum Island, the
nearby high-level bio-containment facility studying deadly animal diseases such as anthrax and
simian Ebola. First terrifying appearances were that some sort of biological terrorist threat had gone
sour but the old rule of "follow the money" lead to a somewhat more tolerable line of investigation. It
seemed the Gordons had stolen a vaccine with the motive of peddling it to the pharmaceutical world
for billions.But Corey’s in-your-face persistence was uncovering clues and details that just didn’t
seem to mesh with that story. Simple drug-running was a possibility but even that didn’t quite click.
Eventually, Corey uncovers an amazingly entertaining story of greed, money, murder, mayhem and
political skullduggery spanning three hundred years of history and ranging geographically from New

York, to the Caribbean, to England and back again.
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